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SUB J : OUTER SPACE LEGAL SUBCOMMITTEE: TREATY ON MOON 
AND OTHER CELESTIAL BODIES 

1. OUTER SPACE LEGAL SUBCOMMITTEE (LSC) FINALLY CAME TO 
GRIPS WITH PRINCIPAL ISSUE OF NATURAL RESOURCES IN MOON 
TREATY DURING FEB. 13 MEETINGS. DEVELOPMENTS WERE 
SOMEWHAT FORESHADOWED BY GENERAL STATEMENTS IN LSC PLENARY 
BY INDIA AND SWEDEN. INDIAN DEL STATED ON FEB. 12 THAT 
TECHNOLOGICAL SUPERIORITY OF CERTAIN COUNTRIES SHOULD 

NOT REPEAT NOT ENABLE THEM TO TAKE GREATER ADVANTAGE OF 
MOON'S RESOURCES, BUT THAT SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND 
DEVELOPMENT WORK SHOULD NOT BE RESTRAINED. INDIA COULD 
NOT ACCEPT A TREATY WHICH CONTAINED ONLY PARTIAL RESTRICTION 
ON DEVELOPMENT OF RESOURCES. SWEDISH DEL STATED FEB. 13 
THAT MOON TREATY SHOULD TAKE INTO ACCOUNT INTERESTS OF 
THE WORLD COMMUNITY BALANCED WITH SPECIFIC STATEMENT OF 
RIGHTS OF SPACE POWERS REGARDING THEIR ACTIVITIES ON THE 
MOON. 

2. IN MOON TREATY WORKING GROUP (WG I) MEETING FEB. 13, 
AUSTRALIAN DEL CRITICIZED "ANONYMOUS" WORKING PAPER WITH 
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SOVIET TEXT GIVEN US IN NOVEMBER) FOR BEING VAGUE ON 
WHETHER RESTRICTIONS ON OWNERSHIP APPLIED TO RESOURCES AS 
WELL AS GEOGRAPHIC AREAS. AUSTRALIAN DEL STATED RESOURCES, 
WHETHER LEFT ON MOON OR REMOVED, SHOULD NOT BELONG TO ANY 
STATE EXCEPT FOR EXPLORATION AND SCIENTIFIC PURPOSES AS 
PROVIDED FOR IN ART. V. AUSTRIAN DEL URGED THAT WG TRY 
TO STRIKE A BALANCE BETWEEN THE DEVELOPING NATIONS WHICH 
WANT THE MOON'S RESOURCES TO BE SHARED AS THE COMMON 
HERITAGE OF MANKIND, AND THE REALIZATION THAT ONLY A FEW 
COUNTRIES WILL BE ABLE TO CARRY OUT ANY DEVELOPMENT FOR 
A NUMBER OF DECADES. HE SUGGESTED MORE INFORMAL DISCUSSIONS 
IN SMALLER GROUP. 

3. INDIAN DEL THEN PICKED UP AUSTRALIAN ANALYSIS AND 

STATED WORKING PAPER OMITS IMPORTANT PROVISION THAT NATURAL 
RESOURCES SHALL NOT BECOME THE PROPERTY OF INDIVIDUAL STATES 
OR ORGANIZATIONS. HE SAID THAT INDIA HAD BEEN TROUBLED BY 
1973 US DRAFT WHICH REFERRED ONLY TO "RESOURCES IN PLACE." 

HE CLAIMED THERE IS MUCH SIMILARITY IN APPLICATION OF THE 
COMMON HERITAGE PRINCIPLE TO LAW OF THE SEA AND TO MOON 
TREATY. HE ALSO REFERRED TO CERDS AS SANCTIONING THIS 
PRINCIPLE. IN CONCLUSION INDIAN DEL REAFFIRMED THAT NOTHING 
SHOULD RESTRAIN TECHNOLOGICAL PROGRESS AND RECOGNIZED 
THE RIGHTS OF COUNTRIES TO DEVELOP COMMERCIAL AND ECONOMIC 
POSSIBILITIES FOR EXPLOITATION OF RESOURCES. HE CONCEDED 
THAT 1973 DRAFT TEXT OF ART. V ON SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATION 
MAY NOT FULLY ACCOMMODATE THESE RIGHTS. 

4. WG I ADJOURNED THURSDAY AFTERNOON SO THAT SMALLER 
GROUP OF INTERESTED COUNTRIES COULD INFORMALLY DISCUSS 
ANONYMOUS WORKING PAPER PARAGRAPH BY PARAGRAPH. AT THIS 
MEETING FRENCH DEL CIRCULATED TEXT IN FRENCH OF AMEND- 
MENTS TO SEVERAL PARAGRAPHS. KEY FRENCH AMENDMENT 
PROVIDED THAT A FUTURE INTERNATIONAL REGIME GOVERNING 
EXPLOITATION OF MOON'S RESOURCES . . SHALL HAVE AS 

ITS PRINCIPAL OBJECTIVES TO ASSURE AN EQUITABLE SHARING 
OF THE BENEFITS RESULTING FROM THE EXPLOITATION OF 
RESOURCES BETWEEN ALL STATES PARTIES . . .," AND THAT 
THIS SHARING WILL TAKE PARTICULARLY INTO ACCOUNT "... 

THE INTERESTS AND NEEDS OF THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES AND 
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THE EFFORTS OF THOSE WHICH WILL HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO 
THE DISCOVERY AND EXPLORATION AND OF THOSE WHICH WILL 
HAVE THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR EXPLOITATION." 

5. DURING INFORMAL DISCUSSION OF SMALL GROUP, US DEL 
SUGGESTED SEVERAL MODIFICATIONS PURSUANT TO TEXT IN 
STATE 262374 AND STATED WOULD SUBMIT FULL TEXT 

OF PROPOSED REVISION ON FRIDAY. SINCE ENGLISH 
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TRANSLATION OF FRENCH AMENDMENT WOULD NOT BE AVAILABLE 
UNTIL FRIDAY MORNING, GROUP AGREED TO RECONVENE AFTER 
MORNING PLENARY MEETING TO CONSIDER FURTHER THESE 
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS. 

6. COMMENT: MOST COUNTRIES GENERALLY RECOGNIZE THAT 
EXPLOITATION OF RESOURCES OF MOON AND OTHER CELESTIAL 
BODIES IS PROBABLY A LONG WAY OFF, AND THEN ONLY FOR 
THE MAJOR SPACE POWERS. ON THIS BASIS, SOME COUNTRIES, 

LED NOTABLY BY INDIA, FEEL THEY HAVE NOTHING TO LOSE 
BY INSISTING THAT THOSE RESOURCES ARE THE COMMON 
PROPERTY OF ALL STATES, WHICH SHOULD THEREFORE SHARE 
EQUITABLY IN THE BENEFITS OF THE EXPLOITATION. SOV DEL 
GAVE SOME INDICATION IT MIGHT BE ABLE TO ACCEPT FRENCH 
AMENDMENTS. 

7. DRAFTING GROUP WILL MEET AGAIN FRIDAY TO ATTEMPT 
FURTHER RECONCILIATION OF TEXTS. 

BENNETT 
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